No Place for Hate
A statement from the Diaspora Group for Global Citizenship

We are the Diaspora Group for Global Citizenship. We are educators, organisers, activists, and community
leaders of diverse backgrounds from all across Scotland committed to building a fairer Scotland and a fairer
world.

We are speaking out because hate is rising - in politics, the media, and our everyday lives. Anti-Blackness,
Islamophobia, racism, and discriminatoery views are growing louder. Migrants and diaspora communities are
being blamed for society’s problems.

Let us be clear: we will not stay silent.

This is not just a global trend - it's happening here in Scotland. We see it in the headlines. We hear it in the
language of politicians. We feel it in our communities - where fear is growing and safety is under threat.

Scotland is better than this.

Diaspora communities have long shaped this country. We have built, cared for, and contributed to Scotland’s
culture, economy, and public life. We are not outsiders - we are part of Scotland’s past, present, and future.

We stand for a Scotland where all people - no matter their race, religion, or where they come from -
are treated with dignity, fairness, and respect.

We call on leaders in politics, education, civil society, media and business to:

* Speak out clearly against racism and hate

* Reject fear, hate, and division - lead with courage, and stay true to principles of justice, fairness
and inclusion. Don’t fold to pressure from others who would divide us, but choose to stand on the
right side of history.

* |nvest in real solutions - not discriminatory policies or scapegoating, but supporting communities
to build bridges and be heard.

e Support education that teaches critical thinking, empathy, and justice.

e Hold media and tech companies to account for spreading hate.

We know Scottish communities are under pressure - with poverty, housing shortages, and cuts to services. But
we are also aware that attempts to blame refugees, migrants or marginalised groups for society’s problems are a
deliberate distraction from the real causes of hardship: growing social and economic inequality, failing public
services, and political choices that benefit the few at the expense of the many. Scapegoating specific
communities - especially those already vulnerable - does nothing to solve real problems; it only reinforces
injustice and increases inequality for everyone.

Globally, we are connected to people facing unimaginable struggles - in Sudan, Gaza, Afghanistan, Ukraine and
beyond. Cuts to aid and harmful foreign intervention and policy are forcing people to flee. We support the right

of anyone to seek safety and call for global action that tackles the root causes of forced migration.

This statement is a commitment and a call to action. We will not allow hate to divide us. We will keep working for
a fairer, more just Scotland and world - for everyone.

Stand with us. Reject hate. Choose unity.
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