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Collaborative Study on Hydroelectric Dams

▪ Comparative analysis of three dams: Gibe III (Ethiopia), Belo Monte 
(Brazil) & Barro Blanco (Panama)

▪ Empirical research based on frame analysis of governmental & civil 
society reports, newspaper articles, field observation, semi-structured 
interviews 

▪ Commonalities: 

→dominant frame by government is “green/clean energy” & “green 
growth”, “climate action” (SDG 13), counter-frame by affected population 
groups is “injustice” (SDG 10)

→damming water leads to decreasing water quantity and quality – 
depletion of delicate ecosystems and biodiversity (SDG 14 & SDG 15)

→severe human rights and indigenous peoples’ rights violations

▪ Conclusion:

→Conflicts between different SDGs in concrete policy projects

→Conflicts between SDG 13 (climate action) & SDG 14/15 (biodiversity 
protection)

Schapper, Andrea (2021): Climate Justice Concerns and Human Rights Trade-Offs in Green Economy 
Transition: Evidence from Ethiopia, in: European Journal of Development Research, 33, 1952–1972.

Schapper, Andrea, Christine Unrau and Sarah Killoh (2020): Social Mobilization Against Large Hydroelectric 
Dams: A Comparison of Ethiopia, Brazil and Panama, in: Sustainable Development 28:2, 413-423. 
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Examples of Research Projects

https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2016/12/21/ethiopia-opens-africas-tallest-and-most-controversial-dam
https://carbonmarketwatch.org/2015/02/10/un-approved-hydroelectric-barro-blanco-dam-suspended-over-community-rights-violations/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jan/04/brazil-raises-hopes-of-a-retreat-from-new-mega-dam-construction


The Sustainable 
Development Goals 
and Human Rights

Synergies – Tensions – Conflicts

In Collaboration with University of Lund, 
Sweden

→What are the potential 
synergies, inherent tensions, 
and underlying conflicts 
between individual human 
rights and the global SDGs?

→Can procedural rights (like the 
right to participation) decrease 
conflicts between SDGs?

→Can the environment 
(considered as an actor) 
participate in SDG decision-
making?

 

Hickmann, Thomas, Magdalena Bexell and Andrea Schapper (2023): The 
Interface Between Human Rights and the Sustainable Development 
Goals - Synergies, Tensions, and Conflicts, in: International 
Environmental Agreements: Politics, Law and Economics 23, 133–139.



• Parties with strongly held 
opinions clash over 
objectives

• Damaging to 
sustainability, nature and 
human livelihoods

• Disappointing track record 
of addressing and 
resolving conflicts

Trade-offs and conflicts around biodiversity and 
natural resources

salmonfarmingkills.com



A game of trade-offs: Dam 
construction and power 
generation, biodiversity, 
livelihoods and equity

Power Up!
Now available on GooglePlay & Apple Appstore and via 
https://www.thebeaconproject.net/ 

Isabel Jones
Future Leaders Fellow
@_Isabel_Jones

https://www.thebeaconproject.net/


Framework for management of environmental conflicts

• Integration of 
science, policy and 
practice

•Top-down and 
bottom-up

•Trust and equity

• Knowledge co-
production

• Empowerment
• Innovation
• Social learning 

•Power
•Agency
•Narratives

•Social-ecological 
systems approach

•Experimentation and 
adaptation 

•Transformation Social & 
natural 

resources 
system 

Conflict

Agents of 
change 

Solution 
spaces

Adapted from Skrimizea et al. (2020) Sustainable agriculture: recognizing the potential of conflict as a positive driver for transformative change. Advances in Ecological 
Research 63:255



Eklipse
Bridging the gap between policy and knowledge on biodiversity in Europe

Engagement 
methods collect 
opinions and expert 
contributions: what 
do people think?

Exploratory 
methods review 
and collate existing 
knowledge: what 
does the evidence 
say?

Analytical methods 
compare possible 
outcomes

Evaluation methods 
evaluate or predict 
impacts

Usually, no single method can completely answer a policy question. 
A combination of methods is needed.

What impact might a 
decision or series of 

decisions have?



Thanks for your attention!

Centre for Policy, Conflict and Co-Operation Research (CPCCR)
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Debating the 
Global hunger 
crisis

Savita, 

ZambiaAchieving SDG13 & 
15

Reflections on North-South

Advocacy Partnerships

Julius Ng’oma
CISONECC

Ben Wilson
SCIAF



The Project



The Project

• Issue: Loss & Damage

• Key Partners: SCIAF (Caritas Scotland) & Civil 

Society Network on Climate Change in Malawi 

(CISONECC)

• Other Partners: DPA Cambodia, Caritas 

Zambia, CIDSE, Stop Climate Chaos Scotland

• Methods: Policy, Advocacy, Campaigns



The Problem



Loss & Damage



The Solution



Story of Change





Political Landscape



Publications



Mobilisation



Glasgow Climate Dialogues



Glasgow Climate Dialogues

High-profile series of talks hosted by Scottish 
Government and SCCS ahead of COP26 to profile 
perspectives of the Global South

1. Access, Participation & Voice – CISONECC & SCIAF
2. Adaptation – Oxfam Scotland & Bangladesh
3. Loss & Damage – IIED & ICCCAD
4. Just Transition – FoE Scotland & ITUC Africa

Produced communique, shared at COP26



Impact





The Problem



Innovation



Innovation

Support Global South 
negotiators

Promote the Scottish 
example

Build up the voice of the 
church



Capacity 
Building

Direct 
Support

Connector



Loss & Damage



Loss & Damage



Loss & Damage



Loss & Damage



Media Coverage





Political champions

Programmatic 
Evidence

Policy expertise

High-value & targeted 

theories of change

Joint Advocacy Strategies

Relationships

Constant reflection & 

learning

Reflection on Partnership



Zikomo 
kwambiri

Thank you
very much
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