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Introductions

1.Your name

2.Your role 

3.Your organisation
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Modern Slavery – a global problem

M O D E R N  S L A V E R Y  I N C L U D E S

• Forced labour

• Forced criminal activity

• Sexual exploitation

• Domestic servitude

• Forced marriage 

• Illegal exploitation of people for financial gain

• Estimated 40.3m people living in circumstances of modern slavery
• 24.9m people in forced labour, 16m people in private sector
• Forced labour generates $150 billion profit annually

• Second largest criminal activity worldwide

• Violates UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and UN 
Guiding Principles of Business

• Complex, hidden and challenging to address
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• Estimated 136,000 victims within the UK 

• In 2019, 10,627 people were identified as potential victims of 
trafficking - 52% increase on 2018
• Q1 2020 2,871 potential victims identified +33% on Q1 2019

• In 2019, the most common form of exploitation in the UK was 
forced labour (2014, sexual exploitation)
• Minimum wage is making forced labour into legitimate businesses 

more attractive to criminal gangs

Modern Slavery – a UK problem

Revision to the Modern Slavery Act in 
2020?
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Modern Slavery – the business cost 
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• Major UK companies implicated but not complicit

• Distribution centres, warehouses, manufacturing & waste 
management infiltrated by sophisticated organised criminal gang -
£2m+ profit

• Victims would not engage with authorities, remained hidden in 
businesses but identified by Hope for Justice

• 350+ victims identified, criminal gang sentenced

• Largest modern slavery case in British and European legal history

Case Study –Operation Fort reported July 2019 

"The hard truth is that the practice 

continues, here in the UK, often hiding in 

plain sight"

Judge Mary Stacey
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What is Slave-Free Alliance?

• Our mission is to “help businesses & organisations of all sizes manage the threat of 
modern slavery within their supply chains”

• Multi-disciplined team: lawyers, social workers, former police officers, trainers, supply 
chain experts & outreach workers 

• Most have practical experience of working with victims of forced labour 

• Social enterprise set up by Hope for Justice in April 2018

• All profits go towards global anti-slavery work of Hope for Justice
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“We exist to bring an end to modern slavery by preventing exploitation, rescuing 
victims, restoring lives and reforming society.”

Hope for Justice - Anti-Slavery Mission

• Charity formed in 2008 by Ben Cooley, CEO of Hope for Justice & Slave-Free Alliance  

• Now one of the world’s leading anti-trafficking charities, operating across 5 continents. We operate 
out of 32 locations in 9 countries
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Hope for Justice and Slave-Free Alliance

USA

UK

Uganda

Norway

Ethiopia

Zimbabwe

Cambodia

Vietnam

Australia

5 continents
9 countries 
32 locations  
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SFA Membership: 79 members 8 FTSE 100 companies 
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Slave-Free Alliance website: 

https://www.slavefreealliance.org/ 

Scottish Government Human 

Trafficking 

https://www.gov.scot/policies/

human-trafficking/

Alliance Community: 

https://community.intdevalliance.scot/

UK Government Modern Slavery Act: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/colle

ctions/modern-slavery-bill

Onward links

www.intdevalliance.scot





Your feedback today

How useful did you find this event overall? 

Rating 1-10 

@int_dev_alliance @intdevalliance @intdevalliance intdevalliance



Your feedback today
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QBCBXKF
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Thank you
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